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trical energy.
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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This chapter is referred to in title 33 section 1329.

SUBCHAPTER I—PROGRAMS DOWNSTREAM
FROM IMPERIAL DAM

§1571. Water quality improvement
(a) Authority to proceed with program

The Secretary of the Interior, hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’, is authorized and
directed to proceed with a program of works of
improvement for the enhancement and protec-
tion of the quality of water available in the Col-
orado River for use in the United States and the
Republic of Mexico, and to enable the United
States to comply with its obligations under the
agreement with Mexico of August 30, 1973
(Minute No. 242 of the International Boundary
and Water Commission, United States and Mex-
ico), concluded pursuant to the Treaty of Feb-
ruary 3, 1944 (TS 994), in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter.

(b) Desalting complexes and plants

(1) The Secretary is authorized to construct,
operate, and maintain a desalting complex, in-
cluding (1) a desalting plant to reduce the salin-
ity of drain water from the Wellton-Mohawk di-
vision of the Gila project, Arizona (hereinafter
referred to as the division), including a pre-
treatment plant for settling, softening, and fil-
tration of the drain water to be desalted; (2) the
necessary appurtenant works including the in-
take pumping plant system, product waterline,
power transmission facilities, and permanent
operating facilities; (3) the necessary extension
in the United States and Mexico of the existing
bypass drain to carry the reject stream from the
desalting plant and other drainage waters to the
Santa Clara Slough in Mexico, with the part in
Mexico, subject to arrangements made pursuant
to subsection (d) of this section; (4) replacement
of the metal flume in the existing main outlet
drain extension with a concrete siphon; (5) re-
duction of the quantity of irrigation return
flows through acquisition of lands to reduce the
size of the division, and irrigation efficiency im-
provements to minimize return flows; (6) acquire
on behalf of the United States such lands or in-
terest in lands in the Painted Rock Reservoir as
may be necessary to operate the project in ac-
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cordance with the obligations of Minute No. 242,
and (7) all associated facilities including roads,
railroad spur, and transmission lines.

(2)(A) The desalting plant shall be designed to
treat approximately one hundred and twenty-
nine million gallons a day of drain water using
advanced technology commercially available.
The plant shall effect recovery initially of not
less than 70 per centum of the drain water as
product water, and shall effect reduction of not
less than 90 per centum of the dissolved solids in
the feed water. The Secretary shall use sources
of electric power supply for the desalting com-
plex that will not diminish the supply of power
to preference customers from Federal power sys-
tems operated by the Secretary.

(B) The Secretary is authorized to use elec-
trical power and energy available from the Nav-
ajo Generating Station which is in excess of the
Central Arizona Project pumping requirements
for the purpose of supplying power and energy
requirements of the desalting plant and protec-
tive pumping well field constructed pursuant to
this subchapter: Provided, That revenues cred-
ited to the Lower Colorado River Basin Develop-
ment Fund shall not be diminished below those
amounts which would have accrued had the
power been marketed at the rate determined by
the Secretary of Energy for the sale of power
from the Navajo Generating Station to utilities
and public entities, as a result of the use of
power and energy for the desalting, protective
pumping works, and other uses authorized by
law, and that power and energy from the Navajo
Generating Station shall be used first to meet
the pumping requirements of the Central Ari-
zona Project and after those needs have been
met, for the desalting and protective pumping
facilities constructed pursuant to this sub-
chapter, and finally for other uses: Provided fur-
ther, That prior to obtaining power from the
Navajo Generating Station under the authority
of this subsection, the Secretary shall complete
an analysis of alternative sources of supply, in-
cluding but not limited to the possibility of de-
veloping an agreement with the Republic of
Mexico whereby the United States (or a non-
Federal entity) would enter into contractual ar-
rangements with Mexico for a sufficient supply
of power to operate the desalting plant, the reg-
ulatory pumping fields and appurtenant facili-
ties.

(C) Effective October 1, 1979, and to such ex-
tent and in such amounts as are provided in ad-
vance in appropriation Acts, the Secretary of
the Interior is authorized to purchase supple-
mental power and energy as required for the
purposes of supplying the power and energy re-
quirements of the desalting plant and protective
pumping well field.

(c) Replacement water studies

Replacement of the reject stream from the de-
salting plant, Colorado River waters used for the
mitigation of fish and wildlife habitat losses and
of any Wellton-Mohawk drainage water by-
passed to the Santa Clara Slough to accomplish
essential operation except at such times when
there exists surplus water of the Colorado River
under the terms of the Mexican Water Treaty of
1944, is recognized as a national obligation as



